
PSYCHOTRONICA

april 2009nitesh dhanjani
hack in the box 2009 (dubai)

Wednesday, April 22, 2009



PSYCHOTRONIC

Wednesday, April 22, 2009



1,300,000,000+ PEOPLE ONLINE

MySpace: 100 million users [january 2008]

generation y

1 out of 4 online
3 billion minutes / day

facebook: 140 million users [december 2008]

1,400,000+ “tweets” [march 2009]

genuine data
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TWITTER & BOMBAY
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6 TWEETS EVERY SECOND
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“@arunshanbhag can you 
please confirm the number of 
choppers above Nariman 
house? Just curious! Thanks”

CITIZEN JOURNALISM / MANIPULATION
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JJ hospital needs A-blood urgently. 
Please call Ashwin at 92331003353 
#mumbai

JJ hospital needs A-blood urgently. 
Please call Ashwin at 92331003354 
#mumbai

JJ hospital needs A-blood urgently. 
Please call Ashwin at 92331003356 
#mumbai

POISONING RESCUE EFFORTS
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PANIC / UNSUBSTANTIATED REPORTS
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Near the white house. I love DC!!!!

Just saw the president take off from 
the whitehouse. Nice chopper lol

Airforce 1 has landed - New York 
welcomes OBAMA!

Smoke in Manhattan area.

WTF is going on? Why are people 
running?
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I’M REAL IDK 

BoBbY 

ipay 
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I GOTA AS. 

denise 
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ATTIT k.c. 
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HACKING THE PSYCHE
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happy
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sad
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angry
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Fewer first person pronouns
Liars like to “disassociate”

Fewer first person pronouns
Liars like to “disassociate”

I/My/Me 18

Higher negative emotion words
Liars feel tension & guilt

Higher negative emotion words
Liars feel tension & guilt

“negative” 23
Fewer “exclusive” words

Lower cognitive complexity
Fewer “exclusive” words

Lower cognitive complexity

but/except/without 0
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Fewer first person pronouns
Liars like to “disassociate”

Fewer first person pronouns
Liars like to “disassociate”

I/My/Me 28

Higher negative emotion words
Liars feel tension & guilt

Higher negative emotion words
Liars feel tension & guilt

“negative” 10
Fewer “exclusive” words

Lower cognitive complexity
Fewer “exclusive” words

Lower cognitive complexity

but/except/without 4
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